Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of;

Duddon Parish Council

ity for enswring that there is a sound system of infemnal confrof, including arrangements for

ﬁzepfefjanﬁmnafmeﬂsmmmgswiemerﬁs We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect fo the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2020, that

{1 We have put in place amangements for efectve inancial
management durdng the year, and for ifte preparafion of
the sccouniing siaiements.

prepared ifs accounting stafemerts in accardance
with the Accounis and Audit Reguiafions.

2. We mazintained an adequate system of infemal controt
including measures designed fo prevent and defect fraud
and cormuption and reviewed its sffectiveness.

msds proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
ifs charge.

2. Wea tock ail ressonabie sieps fo assire curselves
that thers are no matiers of actual or pofential
non-compliance with Iaws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have z significant financiat effect
on the shiiity of this authorily (o conduct ifs
business or manage iis finances.

has only done what & has the legal power fo do and has
compited with Proper Practices i doing so.

£ ¥z provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of eleciors’ righis i accordance with the

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave alf persons inferesied fie opporiuniy i
ifnspect and ask questions about this authoriy's accounis.

5, We carried ouf 2n assessmert of e risks facing &
suthority and took appropriste sieps to manage fhose
risks, including the introduction of infemal conirols and/er
external insurance cover where reqguired.

considersd and documonied the financiaf and otfisr isks i
faces and dealt with them propery.

6. We mainianed fhroughout e year an adequate and
aifeciive sysfem of nfemal audit of the accouniing
records and conirol systems.

arranged for & competent person, independertt of the financisl
controls and procedures, o give an objective view on whether
infernal conirols mest the needs of s smailer authority.

7. We ipok appropriate sction on all matiers raised
in reporis from vtemel and exdems! audit.

SESE S ST S NS

responded fo matters brought fo fts atteniion by imamal and
exiemal audit

8. \We considersd whether any Figation, liabilities or
commitmesnts, everis or fransaciions, occuring sither
during or afier the year-snd, heve & financial impact on
fis authorfty and. where approprisie, have included them
in the accounting stalements.

8. (For local councils only} Trust funds including
d}ama:ie. T our capacity =s e sole menaging

P

v

disciosed everything i shoald have about fis business acivity
during the year including evens taking place affer the year
end i refevant.

hias met all of s responsibiliies where, as a body
corporats, i is & sole managing frusies of  local
frusf or frusis,

“Dlagse provide explanations to the external audifor on a separate shest for sach No’ response and describe how the
auﬂzmtymﬁaddremﬁewez@es&esfden‘aﬁed.Tnesesheesmtﬁkbepub%’shedwfﬁxmemswerm%emt

This Annual Governance Sigterment was approved at a
meeting of the suthonly o

28}05}20
and recorded as minute reference:
Ckilzo

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meefing where

approval was given:
Hlinsiles.
C Ot ernmn,

Chairman

Clerk

Authorily web address

Osher information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Govermnance Sigtement]

WN. duddon pariShCosncit .0fg-Jre.
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

"

Duddon Parish Coungil

1. Balances brought Total bafarices and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 21,370 26,962 as recorded in the finaniciaf records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.
1{+}}’¥ecepforﬁa&esam Total amount of precepf {or for [DBs rates and levies]
Levies 17,868 23,300] received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
recejved.
3. (+) Total other receipis Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
19,764 10,828 the precept or rates/levies recsived (line 2J. Include any
grants received.,
4. (-} Siaff cosis Tofal expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf
3612 3 945 of alf employees. Include gross safaries and wages,
2 : employers NI confribufions, employers pension
coniributions, gratuities and severance payments.
3. (-} Loan inferest/capital Total expendifure or paymenis of capifal and inferest
repaymenis g 0! made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (iF any).
€. (-} All ofher paymenis Totaf expendiiure or payments as recorded in the cash-
28,428 28,920/ ook less staff costs (line 4} and loan intorest/capital
repayments {fine 5}
7. (=} Balances camried Tofaf balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must
forward 26,962 28,225| equaf (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
8. Total value of cash and The sum of alf carrent and deposi bank accouris, cash
short term investments 26,962 9 §, 2.1.5| fioldings and short term investments field as at 31 March
! To agree with bank reconciliation.
¢ 9. Total fixed assels plus The value of alf the properiy the authorily owns — i is made
long term nvestments 90,000 90,000 up of afl its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and zssels 31 Karch.
18. Toial borrowings The outstanding capial balanice as af 31 March of alf loans
0 0| from third parties (including PWLE].
11. {For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note The Council, as & body corporate, acis as sole frustee for
re Trust funds {inchuding charifable) and fs responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
N.B. The figwres in the accouniing stafements above do
not inclide any Trusi ransactions.

i ceriify that for the year snded 31 March 2029 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabilify
Retum have been prepared on either a receipls and payments
or income and expendizne basis following the guidance in
Cevemnanee and Accouniability for Smaller Authoriies —a
Praciiioners’ Guide o Proper Praciices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financiaf Officer before being
presenied to the authority for approval

ChA A

o z2g| slzozo.

f confirm that these Accounfing Stafements were
approved by this authority on this dater

O!‘ﬂ.-—; ' - 9
as recorded in minuie reference:
oe2lig

22is|z020

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Sizfements wese approved
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of Duddon Parish Council — CU0085

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR},
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concem that relevant legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The response given in Section 2, Box 11 is not consistent with the prior
year response. The Council has confirmed that it does not act as sole managing trustee for trust funds and thus the answer given this year is
incorrect.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return were approved on 28/05/2020 but that the public rights
period did not commence until 21/07/2020. The period set is not strictly in contravention o the timing permitted under the legislation
introduced as a result of Covid-19, but it should be noted that this year’s extension to allow later public inspection was intended to allow for
authorities who were not able to approve their AGAR until as late as the statutory deadline of 31 August 2020.

Regulation 12 (3) of the Accounts and Audit Regs 2015 (signing and approval of the statement of accounts for Category 2 authorities) requires
the Responsible Financial Officer, as soon as practicable after the date on which the authority complies with regulation 12 (2c) (re. accounts
approved and signed following meeting), to do the following on behalf of the smaller authority:

ai)commence the period for the exercise of public rights in accordance with regulation 14 and regulation 15; and

b) notify the local auditor of the date on which that period was so commenced.

we fully appreciate the difficulties arising as a result of coronavirus restrictions; however, please consider the requirements of the Accounts
and Audit Regulations 2015, when setting the date for the approval of the AGAR in relation to the public rights period in future years.

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name

. PKF LITTLEJOHNLLP

OF Litiols i coe T GAHiR020

External Auditor Signature
* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAD website (www.nao.org.uk)
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